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Special Thanks to our Sponsors 
 
$5,000+         Drs. Ann Oldendorf and Doug Portz 
 
$2,500+         Judy Jones 
          The Bob & Janet Lyons Foundation 
 
$1,000+         Ieva Berglands 
                      Chelsea Community Hospital 
          Karin W.Coron & Format Framing Inc. 
                      The Eastern Michigan University     
                         Foundation          
                      Chris and Bob Euritt 
          Robert and Tarra Gembarski 
          Tony Gengarelly, Ph.D. and the  
    Massachusetts College of                 
                            Liberal Arts 
          Dr. Edward and Susan McGuire 
          The Telfer Family 
          University of Michigan Autism and 
            Communication Disorders Center 
          The Wanty Family 
  
$    500+       Barbara Byers & Howard Bunsis in        
                      Loving memory of Ronald G. Byers 
         Katy and Tony Derezinski 
         Kathy and Mike Dorsey & Pam and  
                           Michael Marcovitz    
                      Roger Lauer, Ph.D. and the Center 
                            for Neuropsychology, Learning &      
                            Development            
                      Lisa and Stuart Parker 
                      Sally and Tim Petersen 
          Thomson Reuters   
          Bradley M. Stevens 
                      Al and Kathy Wright 
  
$    250+        Bank of Ann Arbor/Hans Maier 
          Elly Wagner 
 
 
A special thanks to: The Hands on Museum, Mel 
Drumm, Sandy Toivenen and their staff, and Lucy 
Ann Lance and CTN 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THIRD PARTY FUNDRAISERS 

 

 Many thanks to Kelly Van Singel, a mother of two 
 children with autism, who held a fundraiser  
 brunch on October 31 to raise money for the 
 Ann Arbor Autism Foundation. 
 
 Our friends Elyssa Mount and Marni Hochman,  
 owners of Grow With Me, Ann Arbor’s  newest   
 children’s retail clothing store, continue to    
 contribute a part of their sales to the Ann  
 Arbor Autism Foundation. Visit them at 25  
 Jackson Industrial Drive, Suite 500 or visit them  
 online at  www.growwithme123.com.  
   

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS – MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE 

 
The Preschool and Communication Therapy 
Program (PACT) at UM is an innovative program 
that addresses the communication needs of 
children 18 to 36 months old who are struggling to 
learn language. The focus of this program is 
structured language intervention for 10 hours a 
week for six weeks. The program is sponsored by 
the University Center for the Development of 
Language and Literacy (UCLL). Many of these 
young families need financial aid to attend this 
excellent program, and together with the 
University’s scholarship dollars, the Foundation is 
able to provide additional support to help those 
families who are economically disadvantaged. In 
March, 2009, the scholarship committee granted a 
scholarship to a pre-school age boy with ASD who 
lives in a bi-lingual family. His mother was very 
happy with the progress he made in the PACT 
program. “He met or exceeded all of his social and 
language goals according to his PACT report card, 
which made us very happy.” In August, 2009, the 
Foundation issued additional funds to this family for 
one-on-one speech therapy. The total amount for 
both scholarships was $2,500.  

 

You can now donate online with Visa, 

Mastercard and Discover. Visit  

www.annarborautism.org and click on 

“Donate” 

Did you know that the Ann Arbor Autism Foundation 

is an all-volunteer organization? No paid employees 

means that donor dollars are efficiently funding our 

mission to provide the maximum financial support to 

families in need, as well as to fund innovative, 

community-based programs that benefit individuals 

with autism throughout Washtenaw County. 
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GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS – MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE 
  

 
 
 What does it mean? 
 
 Sensory - Play & Music – Language – Art –  
 Social Learning - Healthy Fun            
 
The Ann Arbor Autism Foundation funded one full 
scholarship and one partial scholarship for kids with 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) to attend this 
summer program managed by the Judson Center 
of Washtenaw County, in collaboration with Eastern 
Michigan University’s Autism Collaborative Center 
(ACC). In addition, the Foundation funded the cost 
of two special assistants for the camp. 
 
This program was launched in June, 2009 in 
response to many requests by families to create 
summer programs for kids with ASD.  
 
One mother of two daughters with ASD 
commented: 
 
“I cannot tell you how impressed I was with the 
camp. Camp was five mornings per week for three 
weeks in August. My daughter improved on 
following directions, following the routines, as well 
as improving in her self-regulation while dealing 
with an active camp environment. Thank you so 

much for the scholarship assistance to our family.”  

 
Ann Arbor Autism Foundation 
 
Board of Directors:                    Grants Committee: 

Barbara Byers                              Linda Johnson 
Katy Derezinski, Secretary           Betty Kirksey, Chair 
Kathy Grijalva                               Peg Talburtt 
Betty Kirksey                                Ann Sexton Telfer 
Ann Oldendorf M.D.                     Kathleen Wright 
Ann Sexton Telfer, President 
Melany Raubolt 
Kathleen Wright, Treasurer 
 
Advisory Committee: 

Larry Ferguson, J.D. 
Roger Lauer, Ph.D. 

 
 
 
 
 

KIAT - Keeping It All Together 
 
In January, 2008, the Ann Arbor Preschool and 
Family Center was awarded a two year grant from 
the Foundation to establish a parent support group 
called KIAT – Keeping It All Together. 
  

        
 
KIAT is a support group that focuses on the needs 
and challenges for parents of children with ASD. 
The group meets every two weeks for 2 hours. 
Child care is provided. The group facilitator is Julie 
Frick, MSW.  
 
As one Dad commented: 
 
“I came to the group not expecting much, because 
my wife thought it would be good for us, and now 
I’m the one saying come on, hurry up, we’ve got to 
get to our group.” 
 
The purpose of the facilitator is to bring topics of 
discussion and exercises. Topics include: 
 
1) Challenges of meeting what can sometimes be 
     an uninviting outside world. 
2) Facing denial in ourselves and others. 
3) Sharing the grief of our child’s diagnosis. 
4) Ways of coping with stress. 
5)  Ways to improve communication skills within the    
     family. 
 
In summary, as one mother expressed it: 
 
“I have found it extremely comforting to be able to 
share our story and struggles with other parents 
who understand. Sometimes I don’t even have to 
speak. I will sit and listen to another parent tell 
his/her story and I do not feel so isolated and alone. 
The group has been a warm and welcoming place 
to just let it all out.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Foundation Needs Volunteers 

If you are interested in volunteering to help sponsor an event, be on a committee or become an 

advisor to the Foundation, contact Ann Telfer at a6690@aol.com or Kathy Wright at 

kathy1255@aol.com   
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        NEWSLETTER                                           
                                                    FALL 2009 
 
 

“ANN ARBOR HANDS ON MUSEUM” BY JESSICA PARK  
A LIMITED EDITION, SIGNED AND NUMBERED PRINT IS AVAILABLE FOR SALE 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE ANN ARBOR AUTISM FOUNDATION 
                  

 
JOURNEY TO NIRVANA - SMASHING SUCCESS!  

 
Purchase the $100 limited edition  

24” X 18” print of the Hands on Museum. 
Please download the order form on 

www.annarborautism.org.  A chronicle of 
Jessy’s work entitled Exploring Nirvana: 

The Art of Jessica Park is also available for 
sale for $20. Sales tax included in 

purchase price; free shipping; check or 
credit cards accepted. 

 
(See more of Jessy’s work at www.jessicapark.com) 
 
 

 

Thanks to generous donors and           
volunteers, we were able to raise 

$22,000 after expenses 
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Journey to Nirvana continued……. 
 
 

The Ann Arbor Autism Foundation held its first 
special event on April 24

th
 at the Ann Arbor Hands 

On Museum. Over 150 people from the 
southeastern Michigan area enjoyed “The Art and 
Life of Jessica Park,” an extraordinary art exhibit of 
the New England artist, with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD). The exhibit included high quality 
prints of Jessy’s work, as catalogued and 
documented by Tony Gengarelly, Ph.D., and 
students at the Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts (MCLA).   MCLA and Dr. Gengarelly published 
a beautiful book on Jessy’s work entitled, 
“Exploring Nirvana: The Art of Jessica Park” to 
accompany the exhibit which is travelling 
nationwide.  
 
The Ann Arbor Autism Foundation was fortunate to 
be able to showcase this exhibit during the 
fundraiser, and MCLA donated fifty copies of the 
book to the Foundation. 
 

Making it happen 
 
In 2005, Board President Ann Telfer met Jessy’s 
mother, Clara Park, at an autism conference in 
Detroit. Clara Park is the author of “The Siege” and 
“Exiting Nirvana: A Daughter’s Life with Autism.” 
Ann asked Clara if Jessy would consider painting a 
picture of an historic landmark in Ann Arbor like the 
Hands On Museum. Clara Park responded - “I bet 
she would… Jessy’s older sister was born at the 
old University Hospital in Ann Arbor in the 50’s, and 
both her father and I received our graduate degrees 
from the University of Michigan!”   
 
The event at the Hands on Museum featured the 
unveiling of this new painting, as well as100 limited 
edition, signed and numbered prints of the painting. 
100% of the proceeds from the sale of the prints go 
directly to the Ann Arbor Autism Foundation. Jessy 
Park and her family joined us for the event, along 
with staff and board members from the Judson 
Center, Eastern Michigan University, University of 
Michigan Autism and Communication Disorders 
Center (UMACC), and many other community 
leaders, donors, and scholarship and grant 
recipients, dedicated to helping families with 
individuals diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder.  
 
“The Art and Life of Jessica Park” exhibit is 
currently on display at the Bruce T. Halle Library at 
Eastern Michigan University through December, 
2009.  
 
 

    
         

       
 
 Ann Telfer and scholarship recipient Rebecca Sawulski 

 
 

The Foundation would like to thank the 
hard working committee involved in this 
project: 
 

 

Reception and Exhibition Committee 
 

Chris Euritt, Co-Chair 
Ann Oldendorft, M.D., Co-Chair 
Sally Hart Petersen, Co-Chair 

Barbara Byers 
Judy Coucouvanis 

Katy Derezinski 
Marty Fischhoff 

Maureen Forrest, M.D. 
Tarra Gembarski 

Kathy Grijalva 
Judy Jones 
Karen Mikus 
Lisa Parker 

Cathie Spino 
Ann Sexton Telfer 

Elly Wagner 
Suzanne Wanty 
Kathleen Wright 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
     

            
 

                     
 

 

“I bet she would; Jessy’s older sister was born at the 
old University Hospital in Ann Arbor in the 50’s, and 
both her father and I received our graduate degrees 
from the University of Michigan,” responded Clara 

Park, mother of Jessy Park. 
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